


THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD - DECEMBER 25, 2025

Week of December 22, 2025, Calendar of Events
Rosary 1% Sunday of every month 20 min. before 9am Mass
Monday, December 22" -

Tuesday, December 23"

Wednesday, December 24" - 5PM & 10PM Mass / Offices Close:
Thursday, December 25™ — 10AM Mass / Offices Closed

Friday, December 26" — NO MASS / Offices Closed

Saturday, December 27" - Offices Closed

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR OUR HOMEBOUND,
THOSE ON OUR PRAYER CHAIN, AND THE HOSPITALIZED.

Mass Intention Date & Time Intentions

Church of the Good Shepherd

Office Phone: (724)528-3539
Office Address: 3613 Sharon Road
(PO Box 226)
West Middlesex, PA 16159

PASTOR - Fr. Glenn Whitman
Email: pastor@goodshepherdwm.org

RELIGIOUS ED DIR. — Lauren DeFelice
Email: religioused@goodshepherdwm.org

PARISH SECRETARY - Rhonda Dolin
Email: parishofficef@goodshepherdwm.org
MUSIC DIRECTOR - Greg Hansley
PLANT MAINTENANCE - Gary Wojtalik
KITCHEN MANAGER - Michelle Whalen

PRAYER REQUEST
Email: prayerrequestsgswm(@gmail.com
Phone: (724)977-3369

Requested By

Karen Dubrasky Brother, Tim Dudash
Tuesday, December 23 4t 8:30am Louise Stefanak Ed Robich
Wednesday, December 24" 5:00pm For Our Parishioners Living & Deceased
Wednesday, December 24" at 10pm For Our Parishioners Living & Deceased
Thursday, December 25" at 10am For Our Parishioners Living & Deceased

Friday, December 26" NO MASS
Saturday, December 27" at 6:00pm Buck Stefanak
Sunday, December 28" at 9:00am Annette Wingerter
Sunday, December 28" at 11:30am Jacob Bakuhn

Family of Dave & Helen David
Family
Audrey Bakuhn

- EUCHARISTIC 'USHERS

' Diane Salatino Frank Langoh

Michael Drda Brian
Gary Salatino Biggins

MINISTERS ~ (HU -Head Usher)

Paul Bauer
Fran Deeb Jody Drda Seelbaugh

Coie Titus

Luke & Jackson

& Debra

‘ Sunday, Bec. ~ " Ron Carson Howard Fagan Ed Grober — HU Amy Hubert Andrew David

| at 9:00am Tom Hubert Jeff Creveling
. Diane O’Rourke = Mary Anderson
T AL Ken Rogers
SRRV EE Olivia Gingras ~ Ann U’Halie Deb Sokolak — HU Madison
fat 1130am- Judy Miller Don Kemerer VOLUNTEER McClelland and
Plau syt Rudy Koraus Mary Killingsworth or Volunteer

Beth Garrett



CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD. WEST MIDDLESEX. PA

it FROM OUR PASTOR

One Christmas eve deep in the forests of Germany
toward the end of WWII, it was bitter cold with
snow blowing in switls around the bleakness of
war. The wind whipped the snow in sheets
freezing on the sides of trees. American soldiers
were huddled in the darkness, covered in the white
camouflage looking for some haven in the storm.
There in the midst of the woods was a small log
cabin with lights shining through small pane
windows. Carefully the men moved toward the
cabin, looking through the frosted windows. A
family was seated at a table ready to eat Christmas
eve dinner. With rifles drawn, the soldiers knocked
on the door. A frail man came to the door and
opened it, Afraid at first, he saw how cold the men
were and motioned to them to enter. The soldiers,
more cold than afraid, quickly accepted his
hospitality.

At the end of the war no one had much food,
but Christmas was the time to bring out what food
they had for the feast: cheese, beer, bread and
venison. The soldiers put their rifles down and
were ushered to the table, They were about to eat
a real meal whose memories had been kept only in
their hearts when they heard a knock at the door.
The Americans dived for their rifles. The old man
walked calmly to the door and opened it a crack,
only to be greeted with “Froeliche Weinachten.”
The Christmas greeting in German exposed the
new arrivals as German soldiers. The old man
became frightened for his family because he was
harboring the Americans. He could hear the
soldiers inside get their rifles and move into the
dark recesses of the room. What should he do? He
closed the door and gestured to the Americans to
set down their arms.

The door swung open and with a swirl of
snow, the German soldiers rushed in. It was
Christmas eve, and the inappropriateness of war
became all the more stark. Their eyes met: the
Germans and the Americans, frightened at first and
then angry, set for a quick response. Then the old
man gestured toward the table. “Konmumnen Sie hier,
meiner taffel ist fur Sie. Kommen Sie; essen Sie,
bitte.”

In an uneasy move the soldiers came to the
table. “No weapons,” the man gestured with his
hands. Then slowly each soldier on both sides set
down his weapons and moved to the table. The old
man bowed his head, the three children at the table
did likewise and the mother brought a steaming
tureen of soup and set it on the table. “In namen
des Vater, des Sohnes und des HeiligenGeistes,
Amen. Vater ins Himmel, danken wir fur deiner
Kind Jesus Christus.” The man began praising
God for the son who came into the world to give us
peace. It was a long prayer, and I’'m sure the
Americans were wondering what it all meant, but
the depth of the man’s faith and the reverence of
the family let the soldiers know God’s peace had
wrapped this small band of people for a time,
stopping aggression and misdirected hatred. Here
were the faces of the enemy, bowed in prayer.
“Stille Nacht”" was sung at the end of the meal.

Rested, warm and no longer afraid, the
soldiers began to crouch in opposite corners of the
cabin for the night. Early the next morning, the two
groups agreed to leave, one group to the cast, the
other toward the West. The old man opened the
door on a bright crisp morning. The snow glints on
the trees, having transformed the bleakness of the
forest into silhouettes of shadow and light. The
soldiers’ footsteps ran off in the snow in opposite
directions.

Despite our historical reality in 2025, there
is something about Christmas that makes war
impossible. The words of Isaiah seem to promise
that war itself is shattered and overthrown by the
power of the Word made flesh — God become
human — in Christ. The
Prince of Peace is a child, not wandering parentless
in the swollen streets of war, but standing firm,
afire with God. This child came in our flesh to
transform our selfishness into love. It is a child
who leads us,

The miracle is this: Each child is born in the
parents’ hope of peace and wholeness, for a better
world in which hatred and the anonymity of war is
transformed by humanity. That is our collective
vision of tomorrow. But there is a price for it.
Christ is sent to experience death for our sakes,
setting us on a path of new innocence. The price



of redemption is the death of the firstborn. Many
European Christmas carols speak about the Yule
that gives way to the Pascha — Christmas does lead
to Easter. For the one wrapped in swaddling
clothes will be wrapped again in linen bands and
anointed for burial.

The mystery of God’s love is God’s
movement to humanity. To be Creator was not
enough, but to share our frailty was.

Revisit that log cabin in the winter woods
and remember that God always invites us to a feast
set in the presence of our enemies, where we speak
to one another, join hands in friendship and are
restored as sisters and brothers again,

James Notebaart

Blessed Christmas to the parish families
of Good Shepherd and Our Lady of Fatima.
May the New Year be a blessing to us all.

Pastor and Parish Staff

CHRISTMAS GIFTS

There are Christmas gifts in the back
sacristy for all of the ministries of the parish,
including: Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers,
Ushers, Altar Servers, Greeters, Catechists,
Kuneral Group, Environment Prep. ie:
(Flowers, Candles, Hosts, Wine, Gardening),
Music Ministry, Counters, & Food Pantry
Volunteers, Parish Pastoral Council and
Finance Council, Cooks who make dinner for
the priests, & faithful Bulletin Stuffers.

Thank you for all you do here at

Good Shepherd!
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Let us not forget the wonderful events
that took place over the year!

The Two Late Wise Men

Aiden Puskar,

Eucharistic
Minister

Anointing Mass

LA SLR
GOOD SHEPHE
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2025
CHARITY
DINNER

THANKS TO OUR
VOLUNTEERS,
TEEN SHEPHERDS,
AND THOSE WHO
BOUGHT TICKETS!

GOODSITEFITTRD YOLUNTERRS, DAVE FRINGEE JOTIN

MOROCO, CONNIE TETUS, AND MARY ANY PALANTL
COORING LUNCH AND SERVING AT PRINCE OF FEACE

JOHS MO

STIRRING T
PING YUMMY

LLED CTIEFSY

RETREAT

| AT VILLA MARIA

I'he class was asked,
“What does Eucharist
mean to you?"
Below are some of the

pictures they painted,




FINANCIAL REPORT JULY 1, 2024 — JUNE 30, 2025

Total Income $567,178.00
Total Expenses  516,508.00
Remaining Bal. $50,670.00

INCOME
Offertory $427,474.00
Bequests, Special Gifts, Extraordinary 10,932.00
Parish Activities 13,863.00
Miscellaneous 68,028.00
(Candles, Reimburse, Donations,
Hall Rental, Lease)
Designated Funds (Income) 46,881.00
(Special Collection, Misc.)
TOTAL INCOME $567,178.00
EXPENSES
Salaries — Clergy $15,425.00
Benefits — Clergy 11,484.00

(Retirement Hospitalizations, Retreats)

Salaries — Employees - 102,048.00
Benefits — Employees - 46,357.00
Rectory Expenses 9,128.00

(Food, Supplies, Minor Repair, Misc.)

Office Expenses 23,481.00
(Supplies Postage, Equip., Minor Repair
Ads-Printing, Offertory Env. Misc.)

Parish Data 2024-2025
Registered Households 585
Registered Members 1494

Baptisms 9
1% Eucharist 7
Confirmation 11
OCIA 5
Marriages |
Deaths 17
Religious Ed. 91
Enroliment

Finance Committee Members

Tom Onestak
John Kerins
Lou Colella
Dave Pringle
John Moroco

Church — Altar — Sanctuary 18,596.00
Plant Maintenance 23,676.00
Utilities 43,094.00
Insurance & Taxes 14,302.00
Parish Activities 21,568.00
(Bus trip, Socials & Fellowship,
Parish Picnic, Parish Dinner, Misc.)
Diocesan Fund Assessment 27,648.00
Secondary School Assessment 50.000.00
(Kennedy Catholic)
Religious Education 39,756.00
(Salary, Textbooks, Audio Visual,
Retreats, Parties, Adult Rel. Edu.,
Supplies, Misc.)
Miscellaneous 69,945.00
(Carpeting, Sound System, Misc.)
TOTAL EXPENSES $516,508.00




Perhaps one of the most stunning news items of 2025 was the election of Pope Leo XIV,
a Peruvian/American Augustinian missionary to succeed Pope Francis. This is an
editorial from a Catholic newspaper in London commenting on the occasion.

A GREAT ADVENTURE

he final vote in the conclave on 8 May was a win for
Cardinal Rebent Prevost, a win fior the Catholic
Church, a win for the world’s poor - and & win for the
late Pope Franeis, As the pieces of the conclave jigsow
eome together, it beeomes elearer how Franeis had tznaged
Lo influence the outeome in advanee, and in particnlar how he
had planned to ward aff the conservative and taditionadist
forees in e Chureh who wanted avery dilferent papaey to
follow his own,

They waunted a mivimalist interpretation of the Second
Vatican Council, with # renewed emphasis on obedience to
authority and less talk of participation amd consultation with
clerey and laity, They did not want more
engagement with xocial justice jssues such as
immigration and chinate change. What they gol
was the man haul-picked by Franeis to hold
them at hay and continue his vwn tgjectory of
progress and reform, liestas the man
responsible for appainting bishops all over the
world, and then as his suceessor, Fwas o
decisive, indeed histaric, defeat for the forces of
reaction.

This is not the synepsis of another novel by
Robert Harris, following his hestseller and
subsequent Gsear-winning film Conelize, isa plausible
explanation of how Pape Leo X1V, hitherto known as Chicago-
born Cardinal Robert Prevost, was elected Bishop of Reme an
8 May, Pupe Francis Lnew what he was doing, 1t is safe to say
that, had the Holy Spirit objected, his plan conld have been
theearted, 'The vast majority of the faithful ave gracefol that it
Was 1ot,

elivering the Franvis legacy and going bevond it,
with extra breadth wnd depth. sevms to be the
mission Les has set hinsclf, A former prier gencra)
of the Augustinian Order, he has in his spiritual
formation the huge depository of wisdom and insight in the
writing and preaching of a foremost Doctor of te Chureh, o
thealogian amd philesapher who raised questions modern
philosophers are still asking, What is self-knowledge, what is
conscionsness, what isreason, and whal do these things tell us
about ourselves, ahout reality and about Cad? 1t is not
surprising that Leo, with Augustine at his right bund, has
already raised the isse e of Artificial Intelligenee. Nor is it
surprising that, in the same way, he b mentioned his
namesake Pope Leo XTH, whose great gift to the Claarch was
his 1891 encyclical Recwm Neaversinn,

In Augustines view, love of God and love of neighbour are
virlually the sume thing. And the neighbour conld e
anywhere - even befo ¢ he beeame Pope, as custodinn of the
Augustinian tradition Prevost had refuted US Viee Peesident
J. Vanee's disingenuous assertion that St Augustine had
tanght a version of “charity begins at home™ to justily cuts to
the US overseas aid budget. Pope Leo is clearly not scared of
controversy.

Leo X1 Taid the toundations for the lony and wrighty
tradition of Catholic Social Teaching, which steers a way
between luésser-faire econovmics on the vne hand and Marxist
socialism on the other - not by Jooking for te al fwiry point
herween them, but by asserting a different set of human
values ahtogether, derived from th G wpek With both free-

PTHETABEET 17 My 0

What traditionalisis
and conservatives
ot was the man
hand- picked by
Francis to hold
them at bay

market economics and Marxism now widely reganled as uo
longer relevant, indecd ns destructive of human digoity and
huran community, there has never been a greater need for
fundamental moral principles to guide post-globatisation
etonomics - a new politics of the common gond. There bas
rarely been agreater need, therefore, for somenne like Leo
NIV to Jead the way,

He knows what raw capitalisin did to Chieago, and how
after the Civil Wi the huge interaial migration of black
prople, lechng Jint Crow it the Deep Suuth, transformed
the racial demographics of the ¢ity He s seen Amerdean
racism in action. e knows what poverty has done to the
prople of Peru, his adopted homeland, ptundired
as it has been by economic coloniulism, He has
seen the environmentid degradution thad can
follew unregmlated mining activity in
country rich in natural resourees. He knows
abant the burden that international debt has
placed on the shonlders of e poor across Latin
America. He knows what political instability can
datoa eountiy

This was an extraordinary preparation for the
Job e has nowe ascended to, and raises many
questions about the relationship hetween the
new papacy and the “MAGA  ndministration of Donakd
Trump, The US President is no longer the world’s most
influential Amnerican. And as the pracemaker he
agines hirsell to be, he now his to deal with a reat one,
whose first words from the bacony at St Peter’s were © Peace he
with you” - the first words spoken by Christ afiter his
Resurrection.

The polarisation ol the US, of which Tramp is both enuse
and symptom, has also divided its 62 million Catholics. It nay
be signifieant that Prevost chiose not 1o join the hivrarchy of
the United States, as no doubt he could have done, wnd has
stood apart from the sa-called “cultuee wars™ that theeaten to
tear itasunder. Can he bring peace W it from outside? This
has ta be ome of his priorities. His olection will send a
profornd signal o the United States hierarchy nbout the
diregtion it should 1ake,

o is not afrid of big ideas. He has deeper
philosaphicalinterests, such as what makes people
stop believing, how to take their objcetions Lo faith

eriously, how to win them over, the relationship
between faith and reason, and the nature of the human soul,
Thoze were questions Augustine bimself wrestled with as he
opposed both Dortists and Pelagians, not to imention the
Manichees he had once belonged to. The leadership of the
conteniporaty Catholic Chureli hus not quite known hew to
handle them,

Nowhere nore than Europe has shown a mory dispirited
sense of anomic, as the loss of its ancient faith is replaced by
trivial alternatives and distractions. 1t wrestles to resist
immigration, seenas a threat, when it may be precisely what it
needs. In the Church and in the world, the Globa) South is
where the crergy has moved to. AH these issues will tax him to
the fimit, but with the Church united behind hin, miracles are
still passible. This papacy pronises to be a great adventure
into an unknovn futare, led by o man uniquely open to the
challenge,

For more features, news, analysis and comment, visit www thetablet.conk
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Save Time, Shop Online! 10% off DRIVEWAYS - PARKING LOTS

Your First Appointment RESURFACING - SEALCOATING
LOWEST TIRE PRICES With a Copy of This Ad “PAVING THE WAY SINCE 1957"”

GUARANTEED!!! [| Kenneth's Beauty Salon

441 State Rt 18 -New Wilmington, PA

www. FlynnsTire.com Salon-724-946-2771 Text-724.944-9556 | [ '7.2-4_5 28-9 57 5

:%Flynn s/Tire HOKE Gog FI\)IR DAYS” D ewme !})I 0

A Catholic community
CENTR\’_‘L I Nellcom foundation serving you
Heuting‘?l’lumblng Techno|ogies ‘c.,k CATHOLIC 814-824-1237

FouNDATlON ‘MyCatholicFoundation.org

Reliable Service MANAGED I TSERVICES

Since 1967 3009 Wilmington Rd - Suite B
New Castle, PA 16105
NEW CASTLE GROVE CITY 724-654-4007
SHARON

www.centralheatingandplumbing.com

QN BN

~ FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATORY INC)

( Serving All Faiths & Cemetaries)

2630 E. State St Hermitage, PA  724-347-5000
BRIAN R UZARSKI  Funeral Director

MEMORIALS
MONUMENTS
724-342-5186

Hermitage Pé

For advertising information, contact Jim Sarvas ¢ (724) 301-7825




Tam O’Shanter

Golf Course
I-80 & Rt. 18 North '
Hermitage 981-3552 >
/ -Yours For Better Golf - ‘ g%ﬂ? e, /d
)}H( 3126 Main Street
Funeral ||mm and Creniatory, Ine 1479 N Hermitage Road W. Middlesex, PA 16159
F Ht.’l"l]lltl ge, PA 16148 3 : gIFS 724_528_3222
724-347-7575 724-962-3200 2% ‘EE', L Wealth Advisors Gt Cunitialias S
s com B8 i Cogiom i

The law firm where we treat you like part of the family —————— HOSPICE, HOME HEALTH,
| HOME & PERSONAL CARE

HARTLE ELDER LAW PRACTICE, LLC HELPING HANDS

HOME CARE SERVICE

2500 Highland Road « Suite 105 CAROLYNE, HARTLE; ESQUIRE Phone: 724-962-3606 724-996-7580

Fax: 724-979-6610 YOUR HEALTH, YOUR HOME, OUR HELPING HANDS

- OMEGA RONALYN MITCHELTREE
Multi-Million Dollar Producer | % -
INCORPORATED N
Cell: 724-730-2702 =5

BUYERS OF STANDING TIVIBER Office: 724-654-5555 Ext 270
‘ rmitcheltree@howardhanna.com ruecicea

Manufacturers of Industrial Lumber and Fine Hardwoods
Please contact Patrick Chovan, President A K E R

roressiona
(724) 342-5430 Counseling
Quality Ethical Care

CHAPLET OF THE DIVINE MERCY bl (e el S
with Mental Health needs

PRAY EVERYDAY AT 3pm on: EWTN
www.thedivinemercy.org/message 724-201-2779

LOMBARDI DENTAL
“DISCOVER YOUR SMILE”

DOMENIC G. LOMBARDI, D.M.D. - PARISHIONER
60 N. Mercer Ave, Sharpsville, PA 16150 724-962-2138
WWW.LOMBARDISMILES.COM

Hermitage, PA 16148

For advertising information, contact Jim Sarvas ¢ (724) 301-7825

PARISHIONERS REGISTRATION FORM
PHONE

NAME

STREET
CHECK: ONew Registration  QChange of Address
Please drop this information into the Offertory basket or mail to the Rectory.

ZIP
QMoving out of Parish  QWant envelopes

CIty




